In brief, the role of a diplomat is to
promote his country’s national
interests and to provide assistance
to nationals abroad. National
interests are now wide ranging,
covering political, economic and
cultural sectors and involving not
merely government agencies, but
also relationships with businesses,
and other cultural organizations.
Effective diplomacy requires good
cross cultural communication with
people from different cultures and
countries. It also requires good
management skills, including being
able to get the best out of the
organization you belong to, in this
case the Government of India.

A diplomat needs to develop the
capacity for multitasking and
adapting to a constantly changing
environment. He needs to
understand the country he is
working in, develop contacts with
key people there and project the
most appropriate image of India.
The work involved is constantly
varying, from helping Indian
business development, developing
projects and implementing them,
organizing events, winning friends
and influencing people. It is a
matter of great pride to represent
India abroad, something that
cannot be measured in material
terms.

Science and Technology are playing
animportant role in our lives today,
and diplomacy is no exception.

Along the way, you get to develop
lasting friendships with people
from many countries, Indians
abroad and visitors from home.
Your family also should have a
positive attitude to change. After

knowledge about India, its

government, its politics,
economics, history and culture is
one aspect. A district assignment
gives a firsthand exposure to
realities at grass roots level. A
course at the Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade provides training in
foreign trade and international
business. There are modules on
current international relations
topics, diplomatic practice,
communications, administration,
and study tours abroad. Our
training programmes for diplomats
are well regarded and we also
provide training for diplomats from
other countries at our Institute.

Our training includes mandatory
study of one foreign language.
Language learning comes naturally
to most Indians who are familiar
with at least two languages, My
own compulsory language was
French, but along the way I did
manage to learn others such as
Arabic, German, Spanish, and
finally Greek, with varying degrees
of proficiency. It is possible with
modern computer based materials
to get a working knowledge of a

all, beneath the layers of language
and culture all of us are human and
share common values and
aspirations. It is a lifelong learning
experience in which you
accumulate skills and knowledge.
Every one of my assignments —
Sudan, Syria, Zambia, Austria,
Cuba and Greece, and the UN in
Geneva and Austria, and in India,
has been of great value for me.

Conditions of service in the IFS
especially after the recent pay
revision are quite good. Job security
is assured. There is an effort to
introduce performance based
promotion systems. With modern
communications, it does not
matter much whether you are
working in Manipur or Mexico —
you can be connected to your
home, access news, culture and
family. With the rapid expansion of
the IFS there will be many
opportunities for career
enrichment. It is possible to add to
your skills through study
programmes including higher
degrees in relevant fields. Of course
there are down sides. As in any
other job there are difficult bosses,

politicians.

Dr. Bhaskar Balakrishnan would
welcome queries or comments on this
article.He can be reached at
bbog47@gmail.com

A GC which the

Institute won

n our previous issue, we

reported the close race
between the batches of 1991,
1984 and 1962 to raise Rs. 50 Lac
and win the laurel of being the
first 'Founding Donor' batch of
the institute. This campaign,

aptly christened as the
'Endowment General
Championship' has been

instrumental in reconnecting our
alumni who are dispersed across
the world and bringing them
together for their Alma-mater's
cause.

In a short span of three months,
the batch of 1991 has leveraged
its network and has reached the
target. In acknowledgement of
this feat, one of the new 120-
capacity classrooms coming up
in the Nalanda Academic
Complex will be named after

thisbatch.

Though the campaign tracked
contributions batch wise,
KGPians did not miss a chance to
rally behind their halls and show
off their hall tempo. Hall-
specific mailing lists were put to
good use to spread the message
and this helped to bring in a lot of
contributors.

Mr. Anupam Sarkar, facilitator at
the institute's Alumni Cell noted
that more than half of the funds
were raised by alums based in
India. This is a markedly
different from previous
campaigns where we have seen
NRI donations steal most of the
limelight. Wherever our alums
might be, we thank them for
contributing back to their Alma
mater and wish them the very
best in their careers.




